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USDA Reminds Producers to Complete 
Crop Acreage Reports for Fall-Seeded 
Crops 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural 
producers in Connecticut to complete crop acreage reports by the 
following acreage reporting dates: 

• January 2nd for honey. 
• January 15th for apples, peaches, grapes, and fall-seeded 

small grains.           

To complete your acreage report, please call the your local County 
FSA office to schedule an appointment. FSA can work with 
producers to file timely acreage reports by phone, email, online 
tools and virtual meetings. FSA offices in Connecticut are not open 
for in-person appointments at this time. 

County FSA offices are using Microsoft Teams software to virtually 
meet with producers to review maps and documents for 
certification. Producers who want to schedule a virtual appointment 
can download the Microsoft Teams app on their smart phone or 
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tablet and call the FSA office for an appointment. You can also use 
Microsoft Teams from your personal computer without downloading 
software. 

County FSA offices will provide maps to producers along with 
instructions for completing and returning the maps through either 
mail, email or through commercially available free and secure 
online tools such as Box for file sharing and OneSpan for 
eSignature solutions. After planting is complete, producers must 
return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA 
office through mail, email, or Box. 

The following exception applies to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting 
date, the acreage must be reported no later than 15 
calendar days after planting is completed. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy 
holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP-
covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar 
days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions, please call your local County FSA office. To locate 
your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 

 
Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in 
program benefits. 

The following are FSA signature guidelines:  

• A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 
• For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent 

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be 
liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc. 

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form 
or be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - 
John W. Smith is on the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or 
Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.  

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable 
program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful 
transmission and receipt of FAXED information.  
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Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:  

• Promissory note 
• Assignment of payment 
• Joint payment authorization 
• Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase 

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either 
has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the 
county office.  

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint 
ventures, corporations or other similar entities.  Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on 
behalf of the other in order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.  

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all 
members unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of 
each other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority 
is provided to the county office. Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations, estates, and trusts must consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, 
individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of entity. 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 

 
Apply for Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in Connecticut are eligible to apply for 2020 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
benefits on native pasture and full season improved pasture. 

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on 
privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National 
Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted 
livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  You must complete a CCC-853 and the 
required supporting documentation no later than January 30, 2021, for 2020 losses. 

For additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact your 
local County FSA office. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants and beginning farmers and ranchers. 

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
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African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders. 

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. 

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. Microloans focus on the financing needs of small, 
beginning farmer, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, 
visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Individuals and all entity members must have operated a 
farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation. 

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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